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This altar-tomb, fourteen feet high, is made of clundh4 (i.e.,
indurated clay or hard chalk), with painted recumbent effigifes of
Sir Edward and Frances. The man is in plate armour and hiff^I
the woman in flat cap and large ruff, with crests at the feet of
both effigies. The tomb has panelled sides, with the kneeling
figures of their three sons and three daughters, each with an
inscription and coat of arms. The canopy of the tomb has a
coffered soffit, resting on six Corinthian columns. The cornice
is surmounted by cresting and achievement of arms, and a shield
of arms. At angles, there are figures of cherubs holding car-
touches of arms. The monument has a marginal inscription in
Latin and a record of other alliances of the family. It is an
outstanding example of sixteenth-century work and appears to
be in perfect condition.
On the north wall of the chancel is a painted tablet of Magdala
Waldegrave (third daughter of Sir Edward), wife of John
Southcote, which was put up to her memory after her death in
1598. She is shown kneeling in prayer^ wearing a flat head-
dress and ruff, with tight-fitting bodice and loose skirt, and a
sleeveless mantle over her shoulders. The monument is flanked
by Ionic columns, with a shield of arms above cornice.1
The Rev. Francis G. S. Nicolle, Vicar of St Thomas's, Bethnal
Green, in a letter to me dated October 18, 1942, says:
I have come across a piece of information which may be of suffi-
cient interest to pass on to you. It would seem that Sir Edward
Waldegrave was not, after all, the first of that family to be associated
with Borley, but his grandfather, also named Edward. This is how
the story works out: Sir Thomas (great-grandson of Sir Richard,
the Speaker of the House of Commons) married Elizabeth, eldest
daughter of Sir John Fray, and died in 1500. He was succeeded
by William, the eldest of his three sons. The second son, Edward
(ancestor of the present family), had settled at Borley, in Essex,
and married Elizabeth, daughter of John Ghayney, of Devon.
He too died in 1500, and was succeeded by his only son, John
Waldegrave, who married Lora, daughter of Sir John Rochester,
who died in 1514. Sir Edward, who married Frances, daughter of
1 For a description of Borley Church and its monuments, see A Short History of
Borley and Listen Churches, byj. M. Bull (1937).